Proclamation

WHERFAS, Asian and Pacific |slander Americans havelived and worked in
Washington State for over 150 yearsand have played apart in therich cultural heritage of
thisstate; and

WHERFAS, the diverse Asian Pacific American popul ation in Washington State
numbers more than 416,000, and isrepresentative of morethan 11 Asian and 7 Pacific
Island nations; and

WHERFAS, Asian Pacific American Heritage M onth acknowledges and
cel ebrates the contributions made by Asian Pacific Americansin the arts, education,
sciences, government and economic devel opment of Washington State; and

WHERFAS, the Asian Pacific American Heritage Month providesthe
opportunity to educate the public on the personal sacrifices and accomplishments made
by those of Asian Pacific descent in American history and therole playedinthe
advancement of civil rightsand equal opportunity for all people of thisstate; and

WHERFAS, Asian Pacific American Heritage Month isatimeto recognize and
celebrate the contributions of Asian Pacific Americansin our state'seconomic, social and
democratic institutions, aswell as celebrate Asian Pacific American history andit'srole
in making Washington State aculturally rich and great placetolive;

NOW, THEREFORE, |, Gary Locke, governor of the state of Washington, do
hereby proclaim May 2004, as

Asian Pacific American Heritage Month
in Washington State, and | urge al citizensto join mein this special observance.

Signggl this 26" f April, 2004

Governaf Gary Locke




